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(1)  They must bind themselves not to undertake any paid work
(except agricultural;  order published on June 16, 1941).
(2)  Their total  income, including allowances, must not exceed
9000 francs a year for bachelors, or 11,000 francs for married
men.
(3)  They must prove that they have been in paid work for five
years between the ages of fifty and sixty-five.
The benefit of the allowances is obtained at the age of sixty by
workers recognized as unfit for paid employment. An order of
April 9, 1941, laid down rules for the Regional Commissions on
Unfitness for Work and the National Appeal Commission. In-
capacity to keep or find paid employment is assessed with due
reference to age, health, physical and mental incapacity, and
vocational fitness and training.
Workers in receipt of allowances and those who have reached
the age of sixty-five can no longer be registered at Labour
Exchanges, and hence in practice can no longer find jobs.
The number of beneficiaries of the system has been estimated
at about 1,300,000 (Le Temps^ March 16, 1941), but on June 24,
1941, only 150,000 applications had been put forward (Radio-
Paris, Jnine 24, 1941).
2, RATE OF ALLOWANCES
The rate of the allowances was fixed at 3600 francs .a year for
the country as a whole and 5200 francs for the Paris region, which
corresponds fairly closely to the amounts of unemployment pay
in the provinces and in Paris.
For those who have nothing [commented Marshal Petain] the
modest pension will be a great relief. For those who already have
some means it will be the supplement that will secure them against
distress (Speech of March 14, 1941).
For households the rate of allowance is increased:
(1)  By one-half of the total if the wife is herself a wage-earner, or
by 1000 francs if she is not.
(2)  By the allowance for a Mother-at-home  or by the family
allowance in certain cases. .
(3)  By 500 francs if the wife has had five children.
For those in State insurance schemes the allowance is increased
by an amount corresponding to one-tenth of the contributions
paid.
It must be noted that the rate of 5 200 francs is only allowed for
one year if the beneficiary continues to live in Paris or the suburbs,
and is then reduced to 3600 francs. If, on the contrary, the